Chapter 30

· Soviet Union launched Sputnik I and Sputnik II 1957, Yuri Gagarin, Soviet citizen, became first person in space 1961; Sergei Krikalev was sent to space from Soviet Union, returned to Russia; later joined by comrade Aleksandr Volkov, who left Ukraine and returned to new Ukraine

· Berlin Wall was removed in 1989

· value of the Russian ruble crashed in 1994, many used the dollar publicly but illegally

· Mikhail Gorbachev became Soviet president in 1991

· Russia had many nationalities, contributed to disintegration

· Russia had biggest problems in Central Asia, Armenia, and Baltic States
Baltic States

· demanded freedoms and rights

Armenia
violence erupted in Azerbaijan in 1988, Armenians demanded return of Nagorno-Karabakh, fought with Azerbaijanis; 1988 earthquake in Armenia killed 25,000, Soviet Union had to help

Asia

· 1986, university students in Kazakhstan did two days of rioting

· all 15 Soviet republics claimed independence, Gorbachev called emergency State Council in 1991

· Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine joined to form the Commonwealth of Independent States, eight others later joined

· Soviet Union came to an end December 21, 1991 when President Yeltsin replaced Mikhail Gorbachev, who resigned; constitution was voted for in December 1993

· Vladimir Zhirinovsky attempted to overthrow Yeltsin
Chechnya and Russia

· Chechnya declared itself independent from Russia in 1991; after two years of war, death toll was 80,000 which was 80% civilian; war was internationally denounced because of Russia’s attack on civilians; Russia eventually lost war even though it was the largest army in the world vs. a small army

· Chechnya regained its capital of Grozny, claimed responsibility for two terrorist bombings in Moscow, Russia pulled out and signed peace treaty as Yeltsin promised 1996

· 1999- war returned because of continued Chechnya terrorist bombings of Moscow
Germany

· German Democratic Republic (East) and German Federal Republic (West)

· Berlin Wall was built to keep Eastern Berlin from migrating to West Berlin

· West Germany became economic giant, second in foreign trade only to U.S., East Germany was also prosperous, but not as much

· Berlin Wall came down 1891 when Hungary no longer wanted to enforce it, united Germany, Western German currency replaced East German currency
Eastern Europe

Poland
· most populous in Europe

· increased its debt by borrowing from other nations; 1976 increased food prices, strikes forced the prices to lower back; 1980 re-raised food prices; Solidarity, labor union in Gdansk under Lech Walesa, staged sit-down strike on shipyards, ended up shutting down economy; government agreed to the Gdansk Accords, acknowledged Solidarity’s right to exist

· Wojciech Jaruzelski became prime minister 1981, tried to get rid of Western supported Solidarity and instill communism; Soviets didn’t help, were preoccupied with Afghanistan

· Walesa was jailed, later rewarded the Noble Peace Prize in 1983 for efforts

· after years of negotiations and strikes, Solidarity was legalized in 1989

· had peaceful elections, Solidarity beat Communist party; first country to leave Communism peacefully, was still in Warsaw Pact

· Solidarity faced economic problems
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Romania

· Hungary dismantled barbed wire fence on Austria border 1989, began serious trade

· Czechoslovakia had angry university students like those in 1968; tried to give flower to police, were beaten up; sparked movement under Vaclav Havel that removed Communism; Czechoslovakia was peacefully separated from Slovakia; considered “velvet revolutions” for lack of violence

· Romania was under communist dictator Nicolae Ceaucescu; December 1989 ended with Ceaucescu firing on demonstrators, led to revolution that executed him for slaughtering 64,000 people
Balkans

Yugoslavia

· 1991 civil war between Serbs and Croats; Serbs were Orthodox, Croats were Catholic

· 1928- Croatian nationalist was assassinated in Serbian city; Croatians sympathized with Nazis and committed atrocities against Serbs; 

· reasons for territorial fighting 1) Serbs lived in Croatia, Croatians lived in Serbian territory 2) Muslims were victims of atrocities

· Marshal Tito united Yugoslavia in WWII

· 1992 Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic launched offensive for Greater Serbia and ethnic cleansing; Muslims from middle east helped against the Serbs; was bloodiest ground war in 50 years; Serbs lost, were ousted from homes in Croatia; United Nations and NATO intervened to make peace, bomb Serbia, George Bush and Clinton didn’t want to intervene

· Dayton Peace Accords brought Muslims, Croatians, and Serbs to Ohio to discuss unification 1995; Clinton added 20,000 to NATO’s force

· ended up with a three-person presidency 1996, struggle continued

· Serbians attacked people of Kosovo Albanians, NATO responded with U.S. at head in 1999, bombed Serbian forces for atrocities against Kosovo Albanians; Kosovo Albanians started doing atrocities now
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