Eleanor of Aquitaine

-Western France

-wife of two kings (Louis VI and Henry II), mother of two kings (Richard the Lion-Hearted and John)

Louis VI

-married at 15-years old when father Duke William X of Aquitaine died

-Louis VI (French king) married her to secure her land

-Eleanor scandalized Louis, especially on Second Crusade

-gave no sons

-divorced 

Duke Henry of Normandy (Henry II)
-married, uniting west of France

-gave four girls, four boys

-Henry became Henry II of England

-ruled vast region from Scotland to south-central France, called the Angevin Empire

-sons revolted, Eleanor helped, Henry wanted to send her to convent at Fontevrault, she refused, he locked her up for more than 15 years

-Henry died in rebellion led by Richard and King Philip Augustus of France, not buried in traditional burial place of family because in revolt

Richard the Lion-Hearted

-freed Eleanor

-was on the battlefield or crusade, while Eleanor governed Angevin

-Duke of Austria took Richard hostage, Eleanor collected ransom

-died while besieging small castle

-buried at feet of father, Henry

John

-Philip Augustus (son of Eleanor’s former husband) wanted to marry Eleanor’s granddaughter (Blanche of Castille) to Louis VIII (his son)

-Eleanor made trip in her seventies to Castile to fetch Blanche of Castille

-Eleanor retired in convent at Fontevrault, died there peacefully

The Countryside

-between 1000 and 1300, Europe’s population almost doubled from 38 million to 74 million; possible reasons: end of Viking Magyar, and Saracen raids, decline of slavery, improved agricultural techniques and equipment

-“slash-and-burn” clearing of forests- one technique used to clear forests

The Peasantry: Serfs and Freemen

-peasants 1) paid portions of harvests 2) had to work on the lord’s demesne, or reserve of the lord, in which all the produce went to the lord and 3) were required to make ritual payments symbolizing loyalty

-roofs were low, hence the term eavesdrop
-no chimney or  windows, lung disease was common

-most structures were wooden, except for church

-strips of land were widely scattered, inefficient in time lost traveling to different plots, efficient in allowing different 

-peasant houses were clustered; peasants wanted security and protection, lords wanted to see their labor supply and create a monopoly of the court, mill, and oven

-types of land and only partial lost in case of disaster

Agricultural Innovation

-traditionally used plows that only broke up light soil; needed to use hoes and shovels to break up heavy soil of northern Europe

-invented heavier plow 1) needed oxen or horses to pull 2) lords had to invest or 3) free peasants had to combine resources

-old system of crop rotation: two parts 1) planted 2) plowed twice and remained fallow

new: three parts 1) planted in autumn with wheat or rye 2) remained fallow 

                              3) planted with barley or rye or leguminous crop

-women took charge of domestic tasks, worked in fields with men only during harvest time

-peasants mostly ate beer and bread; meat was rare, animals previous; some meat came from pigs

-lack of food sent mobs looking for food; archbishop of Trier on his way to church when stopped by crowd of starving beggars; offered them money, they refused and ate his horses

Negotiation Freedom

-population growth still didn’t keep up with demand

-lords found they could profit more by hiring people than using serfs

-serfs gained right to buy freedom, some became successful, others became beggars

- gradually lost freedom

The Aristocracy: Fighters and Breeders

-miles- certain powerful free persons who belonged neither to the old aristocracy nor to the peasantry; meant     “soldier”; would translate to “knight”; initially a mounted warrior of any status, later gained social status, even kings such as Richard the Lion-Hearted identified themselves as part of the knightly, or chivalric world; in French: chevalier; in Spanish: caballero
-knights (or “small elite”?) represented 2 percent of the population

-Burgundy, Eastern France, twelfth century: 41 families considered nobles; sprung from 6 great clans of the Carolingian period

Aristocratic Education

-boys learned to ride, handle swords/shields, manage a lance on a horse, and swing an axe; learned about honor, pride, family tradition

-told stories of ancestors or heroes; The Song of Roland- legend loosely based on the exploits of a count in Charlemagne’s army who was killed in an ambush as the Franks crossed the Pyrenees from Spain; Legends of King Arthur- learned the disasters that weak leadership could bring

-education was culminated with a ceremony of knighting; adolescents from age 16 to 1816 to 18 received a sword from an elder, now was a youth

-youth- a noble who had been knighted but who had not married or acquired land, and thus doesn’t have a house

-many youths remained youths for a long time; many did not survive to the next stage- acquiring land, wife , honor, and his own youths

-knight’s dream- kill an older opponent, marry his wife, acquire his lands, and found a house

-growing up also dangerous for women; married around age 16, expected to produce heirs; giving birth was dangerous, many died of exhaustion; contraception was condemned

-women sometimes controlled property if they were widows who need to raise sons

-husband was typically 15 years older than wife

-men felt sexually threatened by women

Land and Loyalty

-knight and lady expected to be: gently, “of good birth” and gracious, open-handed generosity; men: preu, “powerful fighters”;

-knights served in lord’s military expeditions, guarded castles, escorted the lorded, and provided other services

-some knights were vassals, placed hands in the hands of lord and acknowledged himself as the man (homme in French) of the lord; lord protected and supported the vassal while the vassal served him

-fief- parcel of productive land and the serfs and privileges attached to it; fiefs were granted to vassals to care for; if failed, land would be taken back

-people could promise loyalty to multiple lords

-system was called feudalism by French lawyers of sixteenth and seventeenth century

-public order and political authority spread more widely than any other period in history

-counts, duke, and kings began to centralize the government; noble culture began expensive and disappeared

-knights began to prefer fighting over vassaling

The Church: Saints and Monks

-many parish priests were only basically educated; only needed to perform rites of the Church; would be more educated later in history; people wanted a priest who wouldn’t 1) sell sacraments 2) seduce their wives and daughters 3) leave the village to seek advancement; wanted priests to remain in village

-saints- most important supernatural powers; those who showed that they enjoyed special favor with God, were link between God and the people even after death, bodies were preserved in monasteries, were approached like local earthly gods, peasants could become serf of a saint

-people pilgrimaged to saints’ tombs, usually in monasteries (“cities of God”)

-gifts given to saints went to monastic communities, which became wealthy and powerful

-every community had its own local or transported saint

-regional and nationally famous saints: 1) Saint Fides and Saint Denis in France 2) Saint Stephen in Hungary 3) Saint Theodosij in Kiev

-internationally famous saints: 1) Saint James of Compostela in Spain 2) tombs of the martyrs in Rome 3) empty sepulcher of Jesus in Jerusalem

Monastic Culture
Monasteries cared for the ordinary dead as well as the saints. It was believed that the devil had complained that the monastery of Cluny was capable of snatching souls of dead sinners from him through prayer. Families began building monasteries on their land. Abbots were hired to reorganize existing monasteries. Young noble men and women entered a monastery at age seven and remained until death. Goal was not only salvation but perfection. Monks chanted for eight hours each day. Prayed from the matins (recited after midnight) to the compile (last evening prayer). Lectio divina- the process of reading and studying the Old and New Testaments. Studying wasn’t logical analysis, but a system of grammar, memorization, and word association that emphasized imaginative description and application of allegorical meanings to parts of the body. The most popular scripture in monastic study was the Song of Songs- a remarkable love poem in the Old Testament that never mentions God. The monastery of Cluny was the first international organization of monastic centers, with abbeys and dependent communities, called priories, throughout Europe. Abbots of Cluny were as powerful as kings, popes, and emperors. Cluny monks focused on the church and left mundane activities and jobs to serfs and agents.

Monastic Reform
The Cluniac monks’ comparative luxury led some to call for simplicity and separation from the rest of society. This reform was led by the Cistercians. Robert of Molesme and a group of monks from the monastery of Molesme established a monastery at Citeaux under leadership of Bernard of Clairvaux. This reform spread from one house at Citeaux to 700 across Europe. They developed a system of control of all monasteries across Europe with regular meetings of the abbots. They built monasteries in the wilderness, away from people, and became enormously rich because of this. Many wanted to end fighting among Christians and created the Peace of God and the Truce of God- movements that attempted to protect peasants, merchants, and clerics from aristocratic violence and to limit the times when warfare was allowed. Christians stopped attacking and started defending each other, leading to the crusades. 

Crusaders: Soldiers of God
Pope Urban II called for Christians to free the Holy Land from the Muslims in order to stop fighting between Christians. In return, crusaders would be absolved of all punishment in both lives. The crusaders left a path of destruction and established a Latin kingdom in Palestine, the first European colony. The Latin kingdom was governed with Feudalism. The kingdom’s rulers had little concern with the traditions or lifestyle of the native people; the occupation provided little connection between the Christians and Muslims. 

Second Crusade- defeat by Seljuk Turks; kingdom started to erode, Bernard of Clairvaux called for help; Louis VII of France and Conrad III of Germany responded with crusade; were defeated by Seljuk Turks

Kurdish Muslim commander Saladin defeated Christians at battle of Hattin and re-conquered Jerusalem 

Third Crusade- Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, Phillip II Augustus of France; and Richard the Lion-Hearted of England responded with Third Crusade; Frederick drowned; Philip returned home; Richard failed, signed treaty with Saladin, and was imprisoned in Austria until his wife, Eleanor, paid his ransom

Fourth Crusade- never reached Palestine; captured and sacked Byzantine capital of Constantinople

Fifth Crusade- Pope Innocent III led Austrians and Hungarians; crusaders refused offer by sultan al-Kamil to exchange seaport of Damietta for Jerusalem

Sixth Crusade- led by Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II, regained Jerusalem through treaty with Muslims; angered pope, Frederick II was excommunicated; Muslims regained Jerusalem

Seventh Crusade- led by King Louis IX of France; were defeated and captured by the Muslims; Louis freed after large ransom was paid

Eighth Crusade- led by King Louis IX of France; Louis died from plague after arriving at Tunis

The Idea of the Crusade
The crusades were an opportunity for Christians to increase their status. Other holy wars were fought after the Crusades. The Crusades included slaughter of Jews in Europe and massacres in Palestine. in 1099, there were reports of blood being ankle deep. Both sides were vicious and unforgiving. People and kings began to lose moral and interest in the crusades. A French bishop, Adalbero of Laon described an ideal society with those who worked, fought, and prayed. He identified them as the peasants, the king, and the bishops. This later changed to be the peasants, the nobles, and the monks. In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, most people fit in a category. But cities and towns began to develop and more and more people didn’t fit in a category

Medieval Towns
According to the Bible, Cain founded the first town after killing his brother, Abel. Monks saw towns as evil from which they fled, but in the twelfth century, monasteries were being established in towns. Many moved to towns in hopes of a better future.

Italian Cities
Urban populations were dominated by their bishops. Runaway serfs came to the towns; nobles maintained fortified towers within the town walls. Venice was officially part of the Byzantine Empire and had access to Byzantine markets. Italy only had salt, and glass from Venice, to trade, but it served as a middle-man between the west and the east. Italian coastal cities built military fleets to protect trade ships, and which later became the primary protector of the Byzantine Empire.

Merchants and Capitalists
Italy wasn’t afraid to force others to give economic rights. In 1088, Italy sacked Tunis to force concessions to their merchants. The Crusades were economic opportunities. Only the Italians had the ability to transport crusaders and supplies to the crusaders. Italians made a lot of money transporting supplies to the crusaders at Palestine, until the Fourth Crusade, in which the crusaders sacked Constantinople under Venetian influence. Constantinople was never the same again. Italian merchants spread as far east as Marco Polo, who traded in China. Italians developed the methods of double entry bookkeeping, limited liability partnership, commercial insurance, international letters of exchange, and systems of credit and interest-bearing loans. Usury, borrowing and lending on credit, was condemned by the church because it was considered making money by manipulating time, which belonged to God. It was a form of simony, buying and selling of spiritual goods. Banks still found way of using interest and credit. People used to believe warfare and agriculture were the only worthy pursuits, but commerce became one too. Magnates- wealthy citizens; Populars- the rest. Towns began to buy off or expel lords to give opportunity to the little people. 

Communal Government
Communities got together to govern themselves, the largest of which included 100,000 adults. Communities competed with each other in city beauty. The communities sought to govern every aspect of life, including what people wore. Every adult male participated in government. People argued for control of the town, sides frequently turned violent. Magnates in many towns formed a corporation, the society of knights, to protect their privileged position. Families competed with one another for power and built towers in palaces for prestige and defense. Feuds between families were frequent. Non-magnates created the society of the people, which was dominated by leaders of the guilds, and fought to prevent the formation of special interest groups and conspiracies. The society elected officers and a military, headed by a “captain of the people”, who commanded as many as 1000 troops against the magnates. Parties sometimes got outside help, commonly from the Germanic empire or the papacy. Most towns had an imperial faction named Ghibelline, which belonged to the family of Frederick II, and an opposing papal faction, named Ghibelline, after the Welf family, which opposed Frederick’s family. The Guelphs ended up defending the status quo while the Ghibelline fought for power. City government was designed to prevent one party for seizing control. The arengo, or assembly, was a group of male adults that ruled. This body was too big , so there were a series of working councils with anywhere from 400 to 24 or 40 members. Executive authority went to consuls, who were from various parties and classes. When consuls couldn’t rule properly, towns hired podestas- non political professional city managers from outside the community. They brought judges, cavalrymen, sergeants, and grooms to the town they’d work in, couldn’t bring family with then, and couldn’t eat with the townspeople to keep them from corruption. 

Northern Towns
The Mediterranean (”mid-earth”) Sea was thus named because it seamed to be the middle of the world. England produced the wool while Flanders processed it into cloth. Looms were expensive and required enormous skill. Cloth took 13 steps to create and required equipment and supplies. Looms were built along waterways because of the need for water. Manufacture of wool moved from the women in the cottages to the men in the towns. Production was looked over by merchant-drapiers (patrician cloth makers). Agent traveled to England, bought wool, sold wool to merchant-drapiers, who then gave wool to, leased equipment to, and paid the masters, who then distributed the supplies to the artisans (or “blue nails”, such named because the dye would permanently stain their fingers), who spun the cloth. Many blue nails lived day-to-day, on the edge of existence, and if wages or food supply were slightly bothered, they became hostile toward patricians, and were usually ruthlessly suppressed. Blue nails may sometimes become masters; masters could become patricians.

The Fairs of Champagne
The fairs of Champagne tied together northern and southern Europe. Merchants from all over Europe visited Champagne, particularly Troyes and Provins, six times a year to trade. Merchant-drapiers of Flanders represented their town with carefully inspected and regulated products. Cloth was known by the name of the town, so quality was important and regulated. Italian merchants bought northern cloths. Southern merchants sold alum, a chemical essential in cloth manufacture, and bought spices. Cooks often knew over 200 different spices, which were used as preservatives and for display of wealth. Officials supervised weights, measures, and currency exchanges. Courts were provided to settle disputes. 

Urban Culture
Cathedral schools started teaching affairs of the world rather than just preparing students to work in the church. Basic education was the trivium- grammar, rhetoric, and logic. Some students went on to study the quadrivium- geometry, theory of numbers, astronomy, and musical harmonies. Some Italians went on to study Roman law.

The Medieval University
Bologna and Paris became centers for education. Bologna specialized in law. Teachers there compiled the Corpus iuris civilis- a compilation of law prepared on the order of the Roman emperor Justinian. In the next century, the same study was done to Church law, resulting in the Decretum Gratiani, or Concord of Discordant Canons, prepared in Bologna by the monk Gratian. Students organized universitas, a guild of students, the first true university. Students in Bologna controlled every aspect of university life. 

Paris became the center for the liberal arts and theology. People came from across Europe to study with Peter Abelard. Abelard ridiculed teachers and established his own school. He lay the foundation for the Scholastic method- which combined legal analysis with Aristotelian logic. Abelard believed logical reasoning could be applied to everything, including faith. Abelard was hired to educate Heloise. Abelard and Heloise had an affair, Heloise got pregnant, they married, kept it a secret to protect Abelard’s reputation. Heloise’s uncle got angry, hired people to castrate him. Both Abelard and Heloise entered monasteries. Abelard returned to teach in Paris, was attacked by Bernard of Clairvaux, who accused him of heresy. Abelard escaped to the monastery of Cluny, where he died. 

Paris’ universitas was granted immunity from the city by King Philip Augustus. The University of Paris was controlled by professors unlike Bologna. Universitas was separated into masters, bachelors (equivalent of journeymen), and students (apprentices). Students began education at age 14-15. After six years, they received a bachelor of arts degree, and then entered theology, medicine, or law. They then received their master of arts and could teach anywhere in Europe. Legal immunity of students led to brawls between students and townspeople. A fight between students and a tavern owner led to riots. Soldiers interfered and masters left for six years to other areas, creating new education centers. Logic, or dialectic, was seen as the universal key to knowledge.
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