Chapter 6

Early Times

France was a latecomer in colonizing the Americas, along with England and Holland. Spain and Portugal were the initial colonizers. One reason for France’s tardiness is religious wars during the 1500s, between Catholics and Protestants. St. Bartholomew’s Day 1572 is an example


France joined the scramble when the Edict of Nantes was signed and religious wars ended. France became the mightiest and most feared nation of Europe. King Louis XIV took power as Le Grand Monarque and reigned for 72 years (1643-1715). 


In 1608, the year after Jamestown, a French settlement was established at Quebec, which commands the St. Lawrence River. The figure associated with this settlement was soldier and explorer Samuel de Champlain, who therefore became known as “Father of New France”. Champlain made good relations with the Huron Indian tribes. He joined them in their fight against the Iroquois tribes of New York. France’s attack on the Iroquois frightened them and made them permanent enemies of France. Iroquois from then on stopped the French from spreading and attacked their settlements, with the British as allies.


France and others liked to colonize using join-stock companies. But New France (Canada) was later under royal rule. Why? Simply because the companies faltered or failed and the royal government took over. New France was almost completely autocratic, no elected assemblies, no trial by jury, just decision of the magistrate.


Look at a map. New France is much larger than the New England colonies. However, New France had a smaller population which grew slowly and was only 60,000 (whites) by 1750. Why did the French come to New France? British came to New England because they were poor in England. But the French peasants who owned land didn’t have that reason because they owned land. A lot of English came for religious freedom. But French Huguenots were not allowed in New France, whereas Catholics found a haven in Maryland, for example. France favored the Caribbean islands (sugar and rum) over Canada (snow and wilderness).
Spreading Out


So how did the people of New France make a living? The answer: beaver hats, which were popular. So called coureurs de bois (runners of the woods) ran around looking for beavers. They were often drinkers, spenders, free livers and lovers. They gave places names, like Baton Rouge (red stick), Terre Haute (high land), Des Moines (some monks), and Grand Teton (big breast).


French got Indians to help get beavers. This had its problems. Firstly, Indians were decimated by white diseases. Secondly, they didn’t believe in slaughtering beavers, and this violated their beliefs, traditions, and ways of life.


As they looked for beavers, New France spread out. They arced around the Great Lakes into present-day Saskatchewan and Manitoba. They went along the valleys of Platte, the Arkansas, and the Missouri, west to the Rockies, and south to the border of Texas. 


French Catholic missionaries, notably Jesuits, tried to save Indians for Christ and from fur trappers. What did the Indians give them in return? Unspeakable tortures. However the Jesuits were important as explorers and geographers.


Others wanted neither fur or souls, but empire. Antoine Cadillac founded Detroit, “the City of Straits” 1701 to stop English settlers pushing into the Ohio Valley. Robert de La Salle wanted to stop the Spanish from coming into the Gulf of Mexico. He floated down the Mississippi 1682 to the gulf, named the area “Louisiana” for Louis XIV, returned 3 years later with colonizing expedition of 4 ships, failed to find the Mississippi, landed in Spanish Texas (uh oh!) and was killed 1687 by mutinous men. His intent was to stop Spanish, but at the end he landed on Spanish land. France still wanted to stop the Spanish at the Gulf, so they built fortified posts, the most important of which was New Orleans (1718), which commanded the mouth of the Mississippi and also got some fur trading action. Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes were three forts and trading posts in Illinois that became the gardens of New France.

King William’s War (War of the League of Augsburg) and Queen Anne’s War (War of the Spanish Succession)


There were 4 major wars between 1688-1763, all world wars. There have been 9 since 1688. America has been involved in all 9. Let’s talk about the first 2: King William’s War (War of the League of Augsburg) and Queen Anne’s War (War of the Spanish Succession). Involved British colonists against French “runners of the woods”, Indians, and Spanish. America wasn’t worth regular troops, France gave them guerrilla warfare instead. Indians ravaged British frontiers, especially Schenectady, New York and Deerfield, Massachusetts. Spain bugged them from Florida. English failed at capturing Quebec and Montreal, but got Port Royal in Acadia (present Nova Scotia). the treaty at Utrecht 1713 showed how badly France and Spain lost. England got Acadia, Newfoundland, and the area around Hudson Bay (see maps p103, 106). The English could now bother France at the St. Lawrence River. Decades of peace followed.

War of Jenkin’s Ear


Let’s take a break from the world wars and talk about this minor war. British won trading rights in Spanish America after beating them up, but they couldn’t agree over smuggling. A Spanish officer cut off one of English Captain Jenkins’ ears and said he would do the same if he saw their king. Jenkins was mad and started the War of Jenkin’s Ear 1739 between England and Spain. This was fought in the Caribbean Sea and Georgia, where English James Oglethorpe fought. 

War of Austrian Succession


This war was really the War of Jenkin’s Ear after it escalated. France and Spain fought New England, New England invaded New France. Remember: the War of Spanish Succession ended with the English getting Acadia, land around Hudson Bay, and Newfoundland. The War of the Austrian Succession (if you remember European history: Maria Theresa, Pragmatic Sanction, Prussia, etc.) ended 1748 with the English getting Louisbourg, which commands approaches to the St. Lawrence River. England, however, gave Louisbourg back to the French, angering colonists. Like a boy in a sandbox who beats up another boy for his shovel, but his mommy makes him give it back.

Seven Years’ War


If you look closely at this section, the information given about this war may be divided into 4 distinct sections, 2 failures (Washington and Braddock in the Ohio River Valley) followed by two victories (Pitt and Wolfe under Pitt at Canada).

1.) George Washington Fails


The Ohio River Valley was important. It linked the French’s Canada with their Mississippi land. Rivalries for the land between English and French grew. In 1749, the English government ignored New France’s existence and gave a group of English colonial speculators, specifically Virginias, specifically the Washington family, specifically George Washington rights to 500,000 acres of Ohio River land. The French were chillin’, creating a chain of forts commanding the Ohio River, including the most important Fort Duquesne which was situated where the Monongahela and Allegheny rivers join to form the Ohio River, the later site of Pittsburgh. 


The English realized that the French think the Ohio River belongs to them. So instead of simply surveying the land, Washington had to fight for it first. 1754 the governor of Virginia assigned the 21 year old to the area with 150 Virginian militiamen. They met French 40 miles from Fort Duquesne and shot at them. The English built Fort Necessity here. Washington liked playing with guns and got excited. The French reorganized and sprung back behind Fort Necessity, captured Washington and his assistants, and released them. They got full military honors.


When the United States was at war with the Japanese, they took Japanese away to internment camps. The same thing happened with the English here. Remember: the English conquered Acadia after the War of the Spanish Succession and the treaty of Utrecht 1713. There were French speakers here. The English therefore told the Acadians to either pledge allegiance to the English or leave. Many did neither, and were escorted out at bayonet-point and scattered around New France, mostly at Louisiana. They then became called the Cajuns, a corruption of Acadians.

Global War


The Seven Years’ War was fought around the world; it was the first true world war, the biggest ever seen at the time. It was the fourth world war technically. It was known as the French and Indian War in America. George Washington started it in the Ohio Valley. It spread to the rest of America, the West Indies, Philippines, Africa, and the ocean. It was a “seven-seas war”. 


In Europe, it was basically England, Prussia vs. France, Spain, Austria, Russia. Most bloodshed was in Germany (Prussia) where Frederick the Great defeated French, Austrian, and Russian forces to become “the Great”. England couldn’t help directly and sent money to Prussia instead. Therefore, the English weren’t fighting in Europe while the French were. Therefore, the French couldn’t focus on America while the English could. 

Colonial Disunity


The colonies weren’t very unified. There was no real army, just militiamen. Wherever a fight or war broke out, that English colony would recruit soldiers and pay money while English areas unaffected enjoyed solitude. The English needed unity now that the Seven Years’ War began. 


1754 British government called colonies to Albany, New York (near the Iroquois). This Albany Congress had only 7 of the 13 colonies represented. The intended goal was to make better friends with the Iroquois and to send them gifts and guns to keep them as allies. However, since they were together, they might as well talk about defense against France and colonial unity. Benjamin Franklin published the most famous colonial cartoon “Join, or Die” in his Pennsylvania Gazette. Franklin was important to the Albany Congress, and he suggested a type of colonial home rule (completely independent, except technically part of the British Empire). The Albany delegates agreed, the British and individual colonies did not because it was either not enough independence or too much. 

2.) Edward Braddock Fails

The English heard of Washington’s loss. He was an inexperienced, young man, only a general because of his family ties. Therefore, England sent Edward Braddock, an experienced 60 year old. He came with British soldiers and joined American militiamen. 1755 He did exactly what Washington did: set out to capture Fort Duquesne. Much of his force contained inexperienced colonial militiamen who liked to fight from behind trees, ruining his reputation as “bulldog” Braddock. They tore through trees, making a path later used for the movement westward. 


A few miles from Fort Duquesne, Braddock, accompanied with Washington, met a small French force, which they initially repelled. Think of it like this: Washington plays in a sandbox when he encounters a big bully who wants Washington out. He slaps Washington, who then goes to tell his daddy, Braddock, about what happened. His daddy asks Washington to show him where the bully is. However, the bully hurts Washington and wounds his daddy. Washington had two horses shot from under him and four bullet holes in his coat. Braddock was killed.


So now what? The English loss left the entire frontier from Pennsylvania all the way down to South Carolina vulnerable to attack. And the Indians, allied with France of course, did attack. So much, in fact, that the English gave cash prizes for Indian scalps. Washington, still alive, did as much as he could with his 300 men to defend.


Now, the English fought back against France 1756 by attacking separate outposts with a little force at each post. Imagine little Washington swinging his arms randomly at the bully and missing as Braddock (daddy) lays dead by his side. However, what the Americans needed to do was focus all their energy toward Quebec and Montreal, so that all French forces would fall. Pitt did this.

3.) William Pitt Succeeds


William Pitt was a tall, imposing leader known as the “Great Commoner” (everybody loved him and he got much of his power from the people). He was also known as the “Organizer of Victory” for taking up such a task. He was a foremost leader in the London government 1757. He brought English forces away from attacking the French West Indies and had them attack Quebec and Montreal instead. Imagine an experienced man (Pitt) coming to Washington, who is still, let’s say, punching at the bully’s legs, and showing him how to do it correctly. Pitt demonstrates by slamming the bully in his face. Pitt gave England their first victory of the war by conquering Louisbourg. Remember: The Americans conquered Louisbourg after the War of the Austrian Succession, but had to give it back because of England. 

4.) James Wolfe Succeeds


Pitt employed young and energetic leaders instead of incompetent and cautious old generals. One of these was 32 year old James Wolfe, who was an English (not American) officer since the age of 14. Imagine Pitt calling over Washington’s older brother, Wolfe, and demonstrating to him how to hit the bully by hitting him in the face (Louisbourg), and then having Wolfe take a shot at it as the bully holds his face from distress. In other words, Wolfe, under direction of Pitt, took initiative after a period of stalemate following victory at Louisbourg. Wolfe carved a way toward Quebec, showing others the way there too. The two armies met at the Plains of Abraham on the outskirts of Quebec, the British under Wolfe and the French under the Marquis de Montecalm. This is the Battle of Quebec. Both generals died, but the English won. Basically, Pitt watched as Wolfe hit the bully (now Montecalm), who was already holding his face after being punched there by Pitt to demonstrate to the younger Wolfe how to win. Wolfe knocked the bully down, but his fist hurt and he died later because of this. The British only had to step on the bully’s stomach once (conquer Montreal) in order for the British to have the sandbox for themselves. The French flag waved in Canada for the last time. 


The Treaty of Paris 1763 (not the one in 1783 which ended the American Revolution) ended the Seven Years’ War. The French were gone, British had their land (kinda, keep reading), and a French population still exists in Canada today. The French were pitied and allowed to keep their sugar islands in the West Indies and 2 islets to the Gulf of St. Lawrence for fishing. Spain and England split New France: Spain got what’s west of the Mississippi, England got what’s east. This meant Spain, which was allied with France and therefore lost as well, would lose Florida. However, Spain did get Cuba from England, which conquered it at Havana. Great Britain was now the dominant power in North America and the leading naval power of the world. 

More on the Acadians, Some on the Quebecois (Makers of America: The French)


Briefly, the Acadians were expelled out of Acadia by the English during Le Grand Derangement (“the Great Displacement”) 1755. The Acadians fled down to Louisiana for safety, planted sugar cane and sweet potatoes, practiced Catholicism, and spoke Cajun. Cajun settlements were small and secluded, many only accessible by boats. In 1930s, Governor Huey Long made bridges to break the seclusion of these settlements.


A second group of people, the Quebecois left Canada regularly by 1840, mostly for New England. They weren’t forced to leave, like the Acadians, but instead they left because of poor harvests and scarcity of good land. They frequently visited their old home, opening train routes from Boston to Quebec. They worked at New England’s lumberyards and textile mills and, today, Cajuns and French-Canadians speak English as well. French culture still exists in Canada. 

British vs. Americans, Colonial Disunity


The Seven Years’ War gave New England confidence. Colonists thought they were as good as the British and could do just as well. However, it showed that the British aren’t invincible and can lose (Washington and Braddock). 


The war brought friction between colonists and British. British now refused to recognize any colonial military man at or below the rank of captain (too bad George Washington was only a colonel). British believed the Americans were un-cool losers and outcasts for coming to America. The Americans believed that they were cutting edge, cool, and in fashion for doing so. 


The Americans supplied the enemy with food and supplies at times when they were about to starve and the British were about to win. The British responded to this by forbidding all exports from New England and the middle colonies during the final years of the war (the south provided England with much-needed tobacco). The British also didn’t like the fact that Americans didn’t support the cause completely. 


Intercolonial disunity was caused by enormous distances, geographical barriers, conflicting religions, varied nationalities, different types of colonial governments, boundary disputes, and resentment of the backcountry settlers against aristocrats. This continued through the wars. However, they were somewhat unified as they came into contact with one another during the war and saw how similar they really were.

Post-War, Future


No more French means Americans now have land for themselves. France hoped that Britain would lose their colonies just as they did (partly why they allied America during the revolution). Spanish and Indians problems were reduced. Spain lost Florida. The Indians lost because they could no longer benefit by putting the two great powers against one another. The Iroquois and Creeks, for example, were weaker. The Ottawa chief Pontiac their vulnerability, allied with the French, and conducted brief but violent campaigns to drive the British out of the Ohio Valley, killing some 2,000 colonists. British retaliated, put smallpox on pillows and distributed them to Indians, for example.


Americans were free after the war to move westward. People like Daniel Boone already entered Tennessee and Kentucky. However, in response to the Pontiac Rebellion, the English took emergency action in the form of the Proclamation of 1763. This said that the Americans, for their own safety, can not move west of the Appalachians for a while until relations with Indians are eased. This angered the colonists, who just won the land with their own blood and were excited about having it to themselves.  The Americans disobeyed the law and moved westward anyway. In 1765, about 1,000 wagons rolled westward from Salisbury, North Carolina. This set the stage for the family quarrel. 

