Vocabulary #1

1. ab·late   verb ab·lat·ed; ab·lat·ing 
transitive verb : to remove or destroy especially by cutting, abrading, or evaporating
intransitive verb : to become ablated; especially : VAPORIZE 1

2. ab·lu·tion   noun 
1 a : the washing of one's body or part of it (as in a religious rite) b plural : the act or action of bathing
2 plural, British : a building housing bathing and toilet facilities on a military base 
- ab·lu·tion·ary adjective

3. ab·sinthe also ab·sinth  noun 
1 : WORMWOOD (a European plant (Artemisia absinthium) that has silvery silky-haired leaves and drooping yellow flower heads and yields a bitter dark green oil used in absinthe)
2 : a green liqueur which is flavored with wormwood, anise, and other aromatic herbs and commercial production of which is banned in many countries for health concerns; also : a liqueur resembling absinthe

4. ab·ste·mi·ous   adjective 
: marked by restraint especially in the consumption of food or alcohol; also : reflecting such restraint <an abstemious diet> 
- ab·ste·mi·ous·ly adverb 
- ab·ste·mious·ness noun

5. acid·u·lous   adjective 
: somewhat acid or harsh in taste or manner

6. ad·jure   transitive verb ad·jured; ad·jur·ing 
1 : to command solemnly under or as if under oath or penalty of a curse
2 : to urge or advise earnestly BEG
7. ad·um·brate   transitive verb -brat·ed; -brat·ing 
1 : to foreshadow vaguely : INTIMATE
2 : to suggest, disclose, or outline partially <adumbrate a plan>
3 : OVERSHADOW, OBSCURE 
- ad·um·bra·tion noun - ad·um·bra·tive adjective - ad·um·bra·tive·ly adverb

8. ae·gis  also egis  noun 
1 : a shield or breastplate emblematic of majesty that was associated with Zeus and Athena
2 a : PROTECTION <under the aegis of the Constitution> b : controlling or conditioning influence <many American mothers, under the aegis of benevolent permissiveness...actually neglect their children -- Time>
3 a : AUSPICES, SPONSORSHIP <under the aegis of the museum> b : control or guidance especially by an individual, group, or system <acted under the court's aegis>

9. af·fec·tive   adjective
1 : relating to, arising from, or influencing feelings or emotions : EMOTIONAL <cognitive and affective symptoms>
2 : expressing emotion <affective language> 
- af·fec·tive·ly adverb 
- af·fec·tiv·i·ty noun

10. agathism

n. doctrine that ultimate end of all things is good, though means may be evil. 

-agathist, n. 

11. agog   adjective 
: full of intense interest or excitement : EAGER <kids all agog over new toys>

12. akim·bo  adjective or adverb 
1 : having the hand on the hip and the elbow turned outward
2 : set in a bent position <a tailor sitting with legs akimbo>

13. ale·a·to·ry   adjective 
1 : depending on an uncertain event or contingency as to both profit and loss <an aleatory contract>
2 : relating to luck and especially to bad luck
3 : ALEATORIC
14. aman·u·en·sis   noun, plural aman·u·en·ses  
: one employed to write from dictation or to copy manuscript

15. ap·ro·pos or a propos  adverb 
1 : at an opportune time : SEASONABLY
2 : by way of interjection or further comment : with regard to the present topic

16. ad hoc   adverb 
: for the particular end or case at hand without consideration of wider application

17. afi·cio·na·do  also af·fi·cio·na·do noun, plural -dos 
: a person who likes, knows about, and appreciates a usually fervently pursued interest or activity : DEVOTEE <aficionados of the bullfight> <movie aficionados>

18. al·fres·co   adjective or adverb 
: taking place or located in the open air : OUTDOOR, OUTDOORS <an alfresco lunch> <an alfresco café> <dining alfresco>

19. au cou·rant   adjective 
1 a : fully informed : UP-TO-DATE <trying to stay au courant> b : FASHIONABLE, STYLISH <au courant outfits>
2 : fully familiar : CONVERSANT
20. bête noire   noun==,  plural bêtes noires  
: a person or thing strongly detested or avoided : BUGBEAR (an imaginary goblin or specter used to excite fear, an object or source of dread, a continuing source of irritation)

