Vocabulary #6

1. ame·lio·rate   verb  
transitive verb : to make better or more tolerable
intransitive verb : to grow better
synonym see IMPROVE 
- ame·lio·ra·tion noun 
- ame·lio·ra·tive adjective 
- ame·lio·ra·tor noun 
- ame·lio·ra·to·ry adjective

2. at·ro·phy  noun, plural -phies 
1 : decrease in size or wasting away of a body part or tissue; also : arrested development or loss of a part or organ incidental to the normal development or life of an animal or plant
2 : a wasting away or progressive decline : DEGENERATION <the atrophy of freedom> <was not a solitude of atrophy, of negation, but of perpetual flowering -- Willa Cather> 
- atro·phic adjective 
- atrophy verb

3. fla·grant   adjective 
1 archaic : fiery hot : BURNING
2 : conspicuously offensive <flagrant errors>; especially : so obviously inconsistent with what is right or proper as to appear to be a flouting of law or morality <flagrant violations of human rights> 
- fla·grant·ly adverb
synonyms FLAGRANT
4. im·mu·ta·ble   adjective
: not capable of or susceptible to change 
- im·mu·ta·bil·i·ty noun 
- im·mu·ta·ble·ness noun 
- im·mu·ta·bly adverb

5. co·a·lesce   verb
Inflected Form(s): co·a·lesced; co·a·lesc·ing
Etymology: Latin coalescere, from co- + alescere to grow -- more at OLD
intransitive verb
1 : to grow together
2 a : to unite into a whole : FUSE <separate townships have coalesced into a single, sprawling colony -- Donald Gould> b : to unite for a common end : join forces <people with different points of view coalesce into opposing factions -- I. L. Horowitz>
3 : to arise from the combination of distinct elements <an organized and a popular resistance immediately coalesced -- C. C. Menges>
transitive verb : to cause to unite <sometimes a book coalesces a public into a mass market -- Walter Meade>
synonym see MIX 
- co·a·les·cence noun 
- co·a·les·cent adjective

6. sy·co·phant   noun 
: a servile self-seeking flatterer
synonym see PARASITE 
- sycophant adjective

7. es·o·ter·ic   adjective 
1 a : designed for or understood by the specially initiated alone <a body of esoteric legal doctrine -- B. N. Cardozo> b : requiring or exhibiting knowledge that is restricted to a small group <esoteric terminology> <esoteric strategies>; broadly : difficult to understand <esoteric subjects>
2 a : limited to a small circle <engaging in esoteric pursuits> b : PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL <an esoteric purpose>
3 : of special, rare, or unusual interest <esoteric building materials> 
- es·o·ter·i·cal·ly adverb
8. sto·ic   noun 
1 capitalized : a member of a school of philosophy founded by Zeno of Citium about 300 B.C. holding that the wise man should be free from passion, unmoved by joy or grief, and submissive to natural law
2 : one apparently or professedly indifferent to pleasure or pain

9. vol·a·tile 
Pronunciation: 'vä-l&-t&l, especially British -"tI(-&)l
Function: adjective
Etymology: French, from Latin volatilis, from volare to fly
1 : readily vaporizable at a relatively low temperature
2 : flying or having the power to fly
3 a : LIGHTHEARTED, LIVELY b : easily aroused <volatile suspicions> c : tending to erupt into violence : EXPLOSIVE <a volatile temper>
4 a : unable to hold the attention fixed because of an inherent lightness or fickleness of disposition b : characterized by or subject to rapid or unexpected change <a volatile market>
5 : difficult to capture or hold permanently : EVANESCENT, TRANSITORY 
- vol·a·tile·ness noun 
- vol·a·til·i·ty noun

10. he·do·nism   noun 
1 : the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the sole or chief good in life
2 : a way of life based on or suggesting the principles of hedonism 
- he·do·nist noun 
- he·do·nis·tic adjective 
- he·do·nis·ti·cal·ly adverb

11. id·i·om   noun 
1 a : the language peculiar to a people or to a district, community, or class : DIALECT b : the syntactical, grammatical, or structural form peculiar to a language
2 : an expression in the usage of a language that is peculiar to itself either grammatically (as no, it wasn't me) or in having a meaning that cannot be derived from the conjoined meanings of its elements (as Monday week for "the Monday a week after next Monday")
3 : a style or form of artistic expression that is characteristic of an individual, a period or movement, or a medium or instrument <the modern jazz idiom>; broadly : MANNER, STYLE <a new culinary idiom>

12. apoc·ry·phal   adjective
1 : of doubtful authenticity : SPURIOUS
2 often capitalized : of or resembling the Apocrypha
synonym see FICTITIOUS 
- apoc·ry·phal·ly adverb 
- apoc·ry·phal·ness noun

13. am·i·ty   noun, plural -ties 
: FRIENDSHIP; especially : friendly relations between nations

14. hackney transitive verb, hack·neyed; hack·ney·ing
1 a : to make common or frequent use of b : to make trite, vulgar, or commonplace
2 archaic : to make sophisticated or jaded

15. bas·tion   noun 
1 : a projecting part of a fortification
2 : a fortified area or position
3 : STRONGHOLD 2 <the last bastion of academic standards -- American Scientist> 
- bas·tioned adjective

16. des·e·crate   transitive verb -crat·ed; -crat·ing 
1 : to violate the sanctity of : PROFANE <desecrate a shrine>
2 : to treat disrespectfully, irreverently, or outrageously <the kind of shore development...that has desecrated so many waterfronts -- John Fischer> 
- des·e·crat·er or des·e·cra·tor noun

17. tor·por   noun 
1 a : a state of mental and motor inactivity with partial or total insensibility b : a state of lowered physiological activity typically characterized by reduced metabolism, heart rate, respiration, and body temperature that occurs in varying degrees especially in hibernating and estivating animals
2 : APATHY, DULLNESS
synonym see LETHARGY
18. su·per·cil·ious   adjective 
: coolly and patronizingly haughty <reacted to their breach of etiquette with a supercilious smile>
synonym see PROUD 
- su·per·cil·ious·ly adverb 
- su·per·cil·ious·ness noun

19. pe·des·tri·an   adjective 
1 : COMMONPLACE, UNIMAGINATIVE
2 a : going or performed on foot b : of, relating to, or designed for walking <a pedestrian mall>

20. pau·ci·ty   noun 
1 : smallness of number : FEWNESS
2 : smallness of quantity : DEARTH
